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expedition, Captain Maine, anxious to bring his guns to
bear on the fort ran his ship, the Shoreham, on the rocks.
Commodore Mathews venturing out too far to reconnoitre
the enemy's position, was attacked by one of Angre's
troopers and received a lance wound in the thigh. Galloping
after the trooper in one of the furies of rage to which he
was unusually prone, Mathews fired at him his two pistols,
only to find that he had forgotten to load them. The
Viceroy of Goa complained of illness and retired to his
cabin on board ship. Mr. Cowing, however, would not
delay the attack and next day the English army led by
Mr. Cowing and the Portuguese contingents led by the
General of the North, inarched boldly up to Angre's walls.
The English sailors put up scaling ladders and a number
of them under Mr. Bellamy, a naval officer, scaled the
walls. But Angre, cognisant of the allied plans, had
assembled a considerable army inside the fortress. The
sailors were attacked and checked by large bodies of
Marathas while another Maratha force accompanied by
numerous war elephants attacked the Portuguese flank.
The Portuguese, ignorant how to meet the monsters, were
seized with a panic and fled, leaving the English sailors
and soldiers to sustain the shock of Angre's entire army.
After a bravo resistance, the English were driven back to
their camp with the loss of several of their guns and
nearly all their ammunition. Commodore Mathews, furious
at the defeat did not hesitate to charge the Portuguese
with treachery; and to enforce his argument he thrust his
cane into the mouth of the General of the North and was
hardly less discourteous to the Viceroy of Goa. No further
co-operation was possible after the Commodore's conduct.
The Portuguese marched back to Chaul. The English
sailed back to Bombay. After this third disaster, Mr. Boone
gave up attempting to reduce Angre's strongholds and
confined himself to the convoy by armed vessels of the
English trading ships. In 1724 the Dutch attacked
Viziadurg with no less than seven warships, two bomb